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WRITING: NOT ALWAYS A LONELY PURSUIT 
We are only one month away from our fourth 

writer’s conference on July 18, and I couldn’t be more 
excited! We have an amazing lineup of local and 
regional speakers who will not only educate but inspire 
you. Writing is a job and a joy. Women Who Write 
started the conference to explore the craft of writing, 
and bring authors at all stages together to share their 
experiences and best practices. This past year, I have 
taken advantage of all that greater Louisville has to 
offer writers, and what I learned is that you can find 
support and encouragement in three areas: 

Writing: If you are putting words on a page, you 
are a writer. Many people think writing is a lonely 
pursuit, something to be done by yourself in a room or 
attic. That is simply not the case. In Louisville, we have a number of writers’ groups 
such as Women Who Write, Green River Writers, and Cherokee Roundtable, that meet 
to support their members on the very personal journey of writing. From time to time, 
you may want instruction, and the Shape & Flow Writing Studio in Louisville and the 
Carnegie Center in Lexington provide workshops on a variety of topics.  

Reading: For many of you, writing is the heart and soul of your expression. Writing 
lets you explore areas of your own life in a way that helps you make sense of it. Writing 
is, in many cases, very personal, and that can make engaging in it seem daunting. Sharing 
it can be scary. However, there will come a time when you have to share your work with 
others to get feedback and critique, so you can edit and makes the necessary changes. 
Reading out loud in a writers’ group is one of the most important things you can do. 

Sharing: When you are ready to share your work with the public, you can publish 
or perform. There are thousands of online publication sites, magazines, and journals to 
which you may submit your work. Women Who Write lists monthly contests and calls 
for submissions on our webpage and in our newsletter. And finally, there is 
performance, the ultimate act of sharing your work with a live audience. In Louisville, 
many monthly venues sponsor open mic nights. These include the InKY Readings at the 
Bards Town, Homegrown Art, Music & Spoken Word at the Cedar Grove Coffee 
House, and Flying Out Loud at the Sunergos Coffee House, to name a few.  

I encourage everyone to keep writing, to maintain a daily practice that will lead to 
satisfaction on so many different levels. Come out on July 18 and hear from fellow 
writers about the amazing and inspiring effect that writing has had on their lives. I hope 
to see you there! 

—Jessica Luetzow 
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REGIONAL WRITERS CONFERENCE: 

BETTER EVERY YEAR 
 

A rocking keynote speaker, 12 workshop sessions, the chance 
to pitch your book to an agent, and a bourbon tasting—what 
more could a writer want? 

 

The Writer’s Craft, the fourth annual conference 
sponsored by Women Who Write, kicks off July 18 
with a great keynote speaker. Jan Arnow, an 
internationally known lecturer, peace advocate, and 
author of nine books, will share “12 Rules for Writers 
. . . but Probably Fewer.” Her most recent book is In 
the Line of Fire: Raising Kids in a Violent World. 

During lunch, leaders of the local writing 
community will present a panel on regional writing 
resources. Panelists include Jessica Luetzow 
(director of Women Who Write), Kimberly Crum 
(owner of Shape & Flow Writing Studio and 
president of Louisville Literary Arts), Mary Popham 
(Cherokee Roundtable), and Mary O’Dell (founder, 
Green River Writers). 

Attendees will be able to choose from among 12 
workshop topics during the day (four time slots with 
three workshops each). See the complete lineup of 
speakers and topics at 
http://womenwhowrite.com/events/workshop-
descriptions-speakers.  

Literary agent Alice Speilburg will be available for 
a limited number of pitch sessions for an additional 
$25. Email SusanLindsey@Savvy-Comm.com to sign 
up. David Domine (A Splash of Bourbon) will join us 
on an optional after-hours bourbon tasting.  

After you’ve registered, help us spread the word. 
Email information and links to friends, share our 
Facebook posts, and tweet the subheading above on 
Twitter with a link. Bring a friend or two and enjoy 
an awesome day of learning, networking, and fun. 

Although Women Who Write is sponsoring the 
conference, it is open to writers of genders in all genres. 

Details: The Writer’s Craft Conference, July 18. 
Louisville campus of Indiana Wesleyan University, 
1500 Alliant Ave., Louisville. Online registration at 
http://womenwhowrite.com/events/176/exploring-
the-writers-craft-writers-conference: $60 for 
members, seniors, students; $75 for general 
registration. On-site registration and continental 
breakfast starts at 8 a.m. Attendees can also register 
by mail. Send a check to Women Who Write, PO 
Box 6167, Louisville, KY 40206. 

 

IN THE NEWS 
 

WWW members Holly Hinson and Laura 
Johnsrude recently joined other local writers at a 
public reading at the Mellwood Arts Center. They 
had all participated in classes at Shape & Flow 
Writing Studio, owned by member Kimberly Crum. 

 

GET THE LATEST WRITING NEWS 
 

How do writers learn about classes, contests, 
conferences and more? There are several great free 
newsletters and email alerts you may wish to sign up 
for. Subscribe at: 

 Kentucky Literary News; 
kylitnews@carnegiecenterlex.org 

 Shape & Flow Writing Studio; 
kimberly.g.crum@gmail.com  

 Funds for Writers; www.fundsforwriters.com  

 Savvy Writer, info@savvy-comm.com  

 

ABOUT WOMEN WHO WRITE 

Membership: Our goal is to encourage, support and 
educate all women who aspire to write. Our group is 
diverse and dynamic, and includes writers who are just 
starting out, those who are newly published, and those 
in the middle of their careers.  

Regular meetings are from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. on the 
first Thursday of each month at the Highlands-Shelby 
Park Library, Mid City Mall, 1250 Bardstown Rd., 
Louisville, Kentucky. 

WOMEN WHO WRITE BOARD 

 
Director ..................................................... Jessica Luetzow 

Associate Director .................................. Paula Dillmann 

Associate Director, Communication & PR, Editor  
 ................................................................... Susan E. Lindsey 

Secretary ................................................... Charlet Johnson 

Treasurer ...................................................... Holly Hinson 
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CONTESTS, MARKETS & GRANTS* 

 Writer’s Center Emerging Writer Fellowship. 
Seeking submissions in fiction, nonfiction, and 
poetry. Emerging Writer Fellows will be featured 
at a celebration and reading at the Writer’s Center 
in Bethesda, MD. Honorariums of $250 and 
$500. Deadline June 20.  

 Writers’ Village International Short Fiction 
Contest. Prose works up to 3,000 words. Winner 
receives $1,600 and online publication; second 
place, $800; third, $400. All entrants receive 
feedback. Entry fee $24. Deadline June 30. 

 Mark Twain Humor Contest. Humor writing 
up to 7,000 words. Prizes from $100 to $1,000. 
Entry fees $12 or $22. Deadline July 10. 

 Fairy Tale Review Contest. Seeking “best fairy-
tale work along the spectrum of mainstream to 
experimental, fabulist to realist.” First prizes, 
$1,000 each. Entry $10. Deadline July 15. 

 Lightspeed is seeking original sci-fi and fantasy 
stories of 1,500 to 10,000 words (5,000 or fewer 
preferred). Pays eight cents per word for original 
fiction. Submissions accepted through July 15. 

 Twisted Road is seeking stories up to 6,000 
words that “reveal the lives of marginalized 
groups and individuals by developing complex 
characters and realistic settings.” Entry fee $16. 
Deadline July 31. 

 Press 53 Poetry Award. Poetry collections of 60 
to 120 pages. Winner receives $1,000 advance 
and publication. Entry fee $30. Deadline July 31. 

 Knightville Poetry Contest. $1,500 and 
publication. Up to three poems per entry. Entry 
fee $20. Deadline Aug. 20.  

 Green River Writers Contests. Cash prizes in 
16 categories, including fiction, short-short 
fiction, creative nonfiction, and poetry. Entry 
fees from $2 to $5. Deadline Aug. 31.  

 Good Housekeeping Silver Linings Story 
Contest. Nonfiction stories about “a time in 
your life when something good came from a 
seemingly bad situation.” From 1,500 to 2,500 
words and not previously published. Submit 
work to www.goodhousekeeping.com/memoir-
contest. First prize $2,000 and possible 
publication. Deadline Sept. 1. 

 

*Be sure to check contest websites for complete rules and 
submission guidelines. 

EVENTS FOR WRITERS 

 The Carnegie Center in Lexington is hosting 
writing classes and workshops in several genres 
this summer. See the Carnegie Center website for 
details and other upcoming classes. 
o Neil Chethik, nonfiction writing (June 16–

July 21, $72) 
o Georgia Green Stamper, life writing (June 

18–July 9, $60) 
o Performance troupe Risky Mixers, comedy 

(June 20, $35) 
o Marcia Thornton Jones, kids’ books (June 

22–July 27, $72) 
o Jason Sizemore, sci-fi/horror (June 22–July 

27) 
o Jeff Worley, poetry (June 24–July 29, $72) 
o Normandi Ellis, creating characters (June 

27, $35) 

 June 20, 4 p.m.: Jan Arnow, reading and signing 
In the Line of Fire: Raising Kids in a Violent World, at 
Carmichael’s Bookstore, 2720 Frankfort Ave., 
Louisville. (Jan Arnow is the keynote speaker for 
the Women Who Write conference on July 18.) 

 Through June 21: Seminar, a play by Theresa 
Rebeck about four aspiring young novelists who 
take classes with a renowned literary figure. The 
Bard’s Town Theatre, 1801 Bardstown Rd., 
Louisville.  

 July 18: The Writer’s Craft, Women Who 
Write Fourth Annual Writers’ Conference, 
Louisville campus of Indiana Wesleyan 
University, 1500 Alliant Ave., Louisville. 
Registration: $60 for members, seniors, students; 
$75 for general registration. 

 July 20–24: Inspire! Writing Camp, grades 3 to 
11. Winchester, KY. $135. Taught by EKU 
English professor. Email 
inkspire.camps@gmail.com for details. 

 July 23–25: Midwest Writers Workshop, Ball 
State University Alumni Center, 2800 W. Bethel 
Ave., Muncie, IN. Packages range from $155 to 
$385. 

 July 30–Aug. 2: Gen Con Writers’ Symposium, 
one of the largest and fastest-growing speculative 
fiction conferences, Indianapolis. Guest of honor 
is Terry Brooks.  

 Sept. 11–13: Imaginarium: A Convention 
about Creative Writing, Crowne Plaza Hotel, 
Louisville, KY. See the website, 
www.entertheimaginarium.com for details. 

 Oct. 10: Indy Author Fair, Indianapolis Central 
Library, 40 E. Clair St., Indianapolis. 
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