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VENUE CHANGE FOR NOVEMBER MEETING 
 

Our Women Who Write members have been very busy writing this past month! From 
poetry to short stories, essay to memoir, many of our members have been exploring the 
craft of writing. We have been presented with a unique opportunity to showcase and 
celebrate the work of some of our members at a “Mostly Memoir” reading at the 
Bardstown on Thursday, November 5, 6:30-8:30 p.m. This event is sponsored by Kimberly 
Crum and the students from her Shape & Flow Writing Studio. So many of our members 
have taken classes with Kim, and were planning on presenting at the Bard’s Town location, 
that we felt it would be a unique opportunity to hear from them. This is a one-time 
opportunity, and we hope that our regular monthly meeting attendees will be able to join us 
just about one mile down Bardstown Road at 1801 Bardstown Rd., Louisville, KY 40205. 
See the calendar on her website. 

I also want to remind everyone that this upcoming weekend is the Writer’s Retreat at 
Hopscotch House. This annual weekend event is one of the exclusive benefits of 
membership in Women Who Write. We have been doing this for many years, and members 
enjoy our escape to the peace and quiet of this 
lovely hundred-acre farm in Jefferson county. 
The retreat affords the rare but welcome 
opportunity to simply write for hours on 
end—without interruption—while sharing 
communal meals and conversations with 
fellow writers. Our mid-October weekend 
promises wonderful weather during which to 
take breaks and walk the grounds of this very 
special farm. Women Who Write is grateful to 
be granted this opportunity by the Kentucky 
Foundation for Women who manage this 
amazing artist’s retreat. 

Women Who Write is also still looking for board members! If you have enjoyed your 
time with our group and want to share your talents, please consider one of five leadership 
positions hold for a two-year period. Don’t be intimidated by not having served on a board 
before. Service to your fellow writers provides a great opportunity to learn about the many 
writing communities and resources that Kentucky offers. Our state has a rich and 
distinguished writing heritage, and many of the fine folks involved are friends of Women 
Who Write. The outgoing board is not going away! We will be here to provide help and 
direction. We all respect and enjoy the community that has grown out of Women Who 
Write and we invite you to consider taking a leadership role. 

—Jessica Luetzow 
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WOMEN WHO WRITE HEAD TO THE  
KENTUCKY BOOK FAIR 

 
The Kentucky Book Fair is the state’s premier 

literary event. This year’s book fair will be on 
Saturday, Nov. 14, at the Frankfort Convention 
Center, Frankfort, Ky. (The main book fair is 
preceded by the Fourth Annual Children’s Day, held 
the day before at the same location.) 

Each year, more than 150 authors attend the fair, 
prepared to sign their latest books and meet their 
readers. The fair draws approximately 4,000 visitors 
from Kentucky and surrounding states. 

The Kentucky Book Fair strives to include 
writers of all genres from a mix of national, regional 
and state writers. Confirmed authors this year include 
James Archambeault, David Bell, Wendell Berry, 
Sallie Bingham, Kathleen Driskell, George Ella Lyon, 
Bobby Ann Mason, Sharyn McCrumb, Kim Michele 
Richardson, Virginia Smith, James Alexander Thom, 
and many others. 

Make a fun day of it by carpooling, enjoying the 
drive to Frankfort, wandering through the book fair, 
and having lunch together. What a great way to get to 
know other WWW members and the region’s many 
great writers. 
 

ABOUT WOMEN WHO WRITE 
Membership: Our goal is to encourage, support and 
educate all women who aspire to write. Our group is 
diverse and dynamic, and includes writers who are just 
starting out, those who are newly published, and those 
in the middle of their careers.  

Regular meetings are from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. on the 
first Thursday of each month at the Highlands-Shelby 
Park Library, Mid City Mall, 1250 Bardstown Rd., 
Louisville, Kentucky. 

 

 

WRITE A NOVEL 
 IN A MONTH? 

ARE YOU CRAZY? 
 
November is National Novel Writing Month. 

According to the website, NaNoWriMo “is a fun, 
seat-of-your-pants approach to creative writing. 
On Nov. 1, participants begin working towards the 
goal of writing a 50,000-word novel by 11:59 p.m. on 
Nov. 30. NaNoWriMo is for anyone who has ever 
thought fleetingly about writing a novel.” If you’re up 
for the challenge, check out the 
details on the NaNoWriMo website 
and get started. (Need a little help 
and encouragement? Attend 
“How to Write a Novel in 30 
Days” at Joseph-Beth 
Booksellers, 161 Lexington Green 
Circle, Lexington, on Oct. 28, 6–
7:30 p.m. $35. Sign up here.) 

 

DON’T GO TO THE LIBRARY 

NOVEMBER 5! 
 

Don’t head to the Highlands-Shelby Park Library 
for the November 5 meeting of Women Who Write. 
In our first-ever off-site meeting, we will gather at 
The Bard’s Town, 1801 Bardstown Rd. for Mostly 
Memoir, in celebration of three years of memoir 
workshops at Shape & Flow. Featured writers include 
WWW members Holly Hinson, Laura Johnsrude, and 
Charlotte Roth. Readings are from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m., 
but get there early, grab a seat, and order something 
to eat and drink. See you there. 

 

WELCOME BACK, WILD FIG 
Many regional writers and 
readers were crushed when 
Crystal Wilkinson and 
Ronald Davis closed their 
Lexington bookstore, Wild 
Fig, last February. We’re 
thrilled to learn that the 
couple is reopening the 
store. Wild Fig Books & 
Coffee, now at 726 N. 

Limestone in Lexington, features about 4,000 new 
and used titles, and clothing, bags, and other items 
with literary themes. The store also has a coffee bar. 
Swing by and say hello. 

 

WOMEN WHO WRITE BOARD 

Director ..................................................... Jessica Luetzow 

Associate Director .................................. Paula Dillmann 

Associate Director, Communication & PR, Editor  
 ................................................................... Susan E. Lindsey 

Secretary ................................................... Charlet Johnson 

Treasurer ....................................................... Holly Hinson 

http://kybookfair.blogspot.com/
http://nanowrimo.org/
http://nanowrimo.org/
http://www.carnegiecenterlex.org/
http://facebook.us11.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=46c22b3e2354b3c8ddc4b0e36&id=a1d4c7dc24&e=885fd53aed
http://facebook.us11.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=46c22b3e2354b3c8ddc4b0e36&id=a1d4c7dc24&e=885fd53aed
http://the-wild-fig.com/
http://the-wild-fig.com/
mailto:jessica.luetzow@gmail.com
mailto:SusanLindsey@Savvy-Comm.com
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CONTESTS, MARKETS & GRANTS* 
 

• Blue Mesa Review: fiction and creative nonfiction 
from 5 to 20 pages. $500 and publication. Entry 
fee $11. University of New Mexico’s creative 
writing program has partnered with Louisville 
Literary Arts to host this context; proceeds above 
and beyond the prize will be donated to LLA. 
Questions? writers14block@gmail.com. Deadline 
Nov. 1.  

• Kentucky Monthly magazine annual writers’ 
showcase: Seeking poetry, and fiction or creative 
nonfiction (up to 1,000 words) from Kentucky 
writers for February 2016 literary edition. No 
entry fee for one story, one nonfiction piece, or 
up to three poems. $10 fee for additional entries. 
Deadline Nov. 13. 

• Chicken Soup for Military Families: true stories up 
to 1,200 words from active or retired soldiers and 
their families. Pays $200 if selected for 
publication. Deadline Nov. 30. 

• Fiction Southeast / Ernest Hemingway Flash 
Fiction Award for stories 1,500 words or fewer. 
Prize: $200 and publication in Fiction Southeast. 
Entry fee $10. Deadline Dec. 1.  

• The Writer “Two Roads Diverge” contest seeks 
2,000-word short stories that include elements of 
duality and divergence. From duplicitous acts to 
binary oppositions, communication with the 
“other side” to double indemnity, take a plot, 
character, setting or theme in two directions. 
First prize, $1000 and publication in The Writer. 
Entry fee $25. Deadline Dec. 6.  

• Chicken Soup / Gratitude: true stories and poems 
about how the writer used the power of gratitude 
to change her own life, helping readers through 
examples and tips on how to use thankfulness. 
Maximum 1,200 words. Writers whose work is 
selected receive $200 and publication, plus 10 
free copies. Deadline Dec. 15. 

• Boulevard Short Fiction Contest for Emerging 
Writers: unpublished stories up to 8,000 words. 
Winner receives $1,500 and publication. Entry 
fee $15. Deadline Dec. 15. 

• Gemini magazine Poetry Open: grand prize is 
$1,000 and publication online in the March 2016 
issue of Gemini. Entry fee $5 for up to three 
poems. Deadline: Jan. 2. 

• Kudzu: seeking submissions for spring issue 
under the theme of Women in Appalachia. 
Deadline Jan. 31. 

 
*Be sure to check contest websites for complete rules and 
submission guidelines. 

EVENTS FOR WRITERS 
 

 Oct. 23-24: Corn Island Storytelling 
Festival. Friday at University of Louisville’s 
Belknap Campus; Saturday at Blackacre 
Nature Preserve, 3200 Tucker Station Rd., 
Louisville. See website for details.  

 Oct. 25, 7:30 p.m.: An Evening with David 
Sedaris. Kentucky Center, 502 W Main St., 
Louisville. $45.  

 Oct. 27, doors open 7 p.m., show starts 8 
p.m. The Moth, an open-mic storytelling 
competition, featuring true stories about 
guts. Headliners Music Hall, 1386 Lexington 
Rd., Louisville. $8.  

 Nov. 9, 6 p.m.: Flying Out Loud, monthly 
poetry reading. Contact Steve Cambron at 
barbu68@hotmail.com if you’re interested in 
reading. Sunergos Coffee Shop, 2122 South 
Preston St., Louisville. 

 Nov. 9, 2 p.m. CST, 3 p.m. EST: Sallie 
Bingham will read from her recent memoir, 
The Blue Box: Three Lives in Letters and discuss 
the process of writing memoir using 
materials at hand. A reception and book 
signing will follow. Free and open to the 
public. Western Kentucky University, 
Bowling Green. (the Kentucky Room of the 
Kentucky Building). Free and open to the 
public. Contact: Mary Ellen Miller, 
mary.miller@wku.edu. 

 Nov. 14, 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Writer’s 
Block Festival: three panel discussions, 
numerous readings, a print & resource fair, 
five craft workshops, and a keynote reader. 
The keynote reader is Pulitzer Prize winner, 
Adam Johnson (The Orphan Master’s Son). 
Free except for small craft workshops 
requiring preregistration ($30 each).Tim 
Faulkner Gallery, 1512 Portland Ave., 
Louisville. See website for details. 

 Nov. 14, 5–7 p.m. Axton Reading Series in 
association with Writer’s Block Festival, 
featuring Adam Johnson. Tim Faulkner 
Gallery, 1512 Portland Ave., Louisville. 

 Nov. 14, 9 a.m.–4:30 p.m.: Kentucky Book 
Fair, Convention Center, Frankfort. 
Confirmed authors include James 
Archambeault, David Bell, Wendell Berry, 
Sallie Bingham, Kathleen Driskell, George 
Ella Lyon, Bobby Ann Mason, Sharyn 
McCrumb, Kim Michele Richardson, 
Virginia Smith, James Alexander Thom, and 
many more. 

 


